IN THE CLAIMS 

Please cancel Claims 2, 3, and 5-8, amend Claims 1 and 4, and add new Claim 

9 as follows: 

1 . Currently Amended) An image reading apparatus which includes 
comprising illuminating means for illuminating image information of an original placed on an 
original support, and image forming means for forming an image of the image information on 
reading means, and two-dimensionallv reads the image information bv changing a relative 
position between the image information and the reading means. 

wherein said illuminating means includes including a plui - ality of a jfirst light 
source portion portions and a second light source portion: and 

wherein image forming means for imaging the image information on said 
reading means, tlic image information being read in a two dnncnsional manner by changing a 
relative position between the image information and said reading means, and said plui - ality of 
the first and second light source portions being are disposed asymmetrically with respect to the 
optical axis of said image forming means in a sub-scanning cross-sectional plane so that a 
specular reflection light having been emitted from the first light source portion and reflected on 
the original is not incident on the second light source portion, and a specular reflection light 
having been emitted from the second Ught source portion and reflected on the original is not 
incident on the first light source portion . 
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2.-3. (Cancelled) 



4. (Currently Amended) An image reading apparatus which includes 
comprising illuminating means for illuminating image information of an original placed on an 
original support, image forming means for forming an image of th e image information on reading 
means, and two-dimensionallv reads the image information bv changing a relative position 
between the image information and the reading means. 

wherein said illuminating means includes including a plurality of a firet light 
source portion poitions and a second light source portion: and a plui - ality of first reflective 
portion[[s]] and a second reflective portion each of which is provided corresponding to said 
j - ilui ' ality of first and second light source portions and adapted to reflect light from said first and 
second light source portions toward a side of the image information, respectively[[;]] , and 

reading means; and 

wherein iuidgL fuiinina means foi imaging tlic image iiifuimation on said 

reading means, the image hiformatioii being read in a two dim e nsional uiaim c i ' by changing a 
relative position bctwccii tlic Image information and said reading means, and said plui ality of the 
first and second reflective portions being disposed asymmetrically with respect to the optical 
axis of said image forming means in a sub-scanning cross-sectional plane so that a specular 
reflection lipht having been emitted fi-om the first light source p ortion and reflected on the 
original is not incident on the second light source portion and a specula r reflection light having 
been emitted from the second light source portion and reflected on the original is not incident on 
the first reflective portion . 
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5.-8. (Cancelled) 



9. (New) An image reading apparatus according to Claim 4, wherein the first 
and second light source portions are disposed asymmetrically with respect to the optical axis of 
the image forming means in the sub-scanning cross-sectional plane so that the specular reflection 
light having been emitted from the first light source portion and reflected on the original is not 
incident on the second light source portion and the specular reflection light having been emitted 
from the second light source portion and reflected on the original is not incident on the first light 
source portion. 
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